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EP O 937 714 B1 

Description 

[0001] The invention relates to a process for the preparation of an optically active N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid 
in which a mixture of enantiomers of N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid is contacted with an optically active resolving 
5 agent and the optically active N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid is liberated from the diastereomeric salt obtained. 

[0002] Such a process is disclosed in JP-A-61 030572, where N-isopropyl-phenylalaninol is used as resolving agent. 
[0003] A drawback of the known process is that a recrystallization is needed to achieve an e.e. (enantiomeric excess) 
of more than 95% (95.4%). 

[0004] The invention provides a process that does not have the above-mentioned drawback. 
to [0005] According to the invention this is achieved when as resolving agent use is made of a compound of formula 1 



NH 3 OH 

I I 
Rn - CH - CH 



<1> 



where R 1 represents a (1-20C) alkyl group and R 2 a (4-20C) (hetero)aryl group or where R-, and R 2 together with the 
20 C atoms to which they are bound form a cycloalkyl group with 5-8 C atoms, fused with a (4-20C) (hetero) aryi group. 

[0006] It has been found that optically active indoline-2-carxylic acid with a high e.e. can be prepared in a high yield 
with the resolving agents according to the invention. 

[0007] Examples of suitable resolving agents are compounds according to formula 1 , where R 1 represents an alkyl 
group with 1-20 C atoms, which may be substituted with, for instance, one or more nitro, mercapto, hydroxy, alkyl, aryl, 

25 alkoxy, alkylamino, thio groups or halogens, and where R 2 represents a (hetero) aryl group, for instance a substituted 
or unsubstituted phenyl, naphthyl, pyridyl or pyrimidyl group, which may be substituted with, for instance, one or more 
amino, nitro, mercapto, hydroxy, alkyl, aryl> alkoxy, alkylamino, thio groups or halogens or where R 1 and R 2 together 
with the C atoms to which they are bound form a cycloalkyl group with fused to it a (hetero) aryl group, which may for 
instance be substituted with one or more amino, nitro, mercapto, hydroxy, alkyl, aryl, alkoxy, alkylamino, thio groups 

30 or halogens. 

Preferably, R 2 stands for a substituted or unsubstituted phenyl group and R.| for a hydroxyalkyl group or R 1 and R 2 
together with the C atoms to which they are bound form a cyclic alkyl group with fused to it a (hetero)aryl group, for 
instance (1 R, 2R) or ("IS, 2S)-1 -(4-nitrophenyl)-2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol or (1R, 2R) or ("IS, 2S)-1 -phenyl-2-amino- 
1 ,3-propanediol. 

35 [0008] As resolving agent use can also very suitably be made of a mixture of resolving agents of different chemical 
compositions, for instance a mixture of (1R, 2R)-1 -(4-nitrophenyl)-2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol and (1 S,2S)-1 -phenyl- 
2 -amino- 1 ,3-propanediol. The resolving agents used in the mixture of optically active resolving agents are preferably 
each present in the mixture in optically active form. 

[0009] The acyl groups in N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid can for instance be the groups R-C(0)-with R being alkyl, 
*o alkoxy, aryl or aryloxy, for instance with 1-10 C-atoms; preferably with R being methyl. 

[0010J The temperature at which the resolution is effected preferably lies between 20 and 150 0 C, in particular be- 
tween 50 and 100 0 C. The pressure at which the resolution is carried out is not very critical- For practical reasons the 
resolution is preferably carried out at atmospheric pressure. 

£0011] Examples of suitable solvents that can be used in the resolution are water, alcohols, in particular methanol, 
45 ethanol, isopropanol. Preferably, as solvent use is made of an alcohol - optionally mixed with water - for instance 
ethanol ora mixture of alcohols - optionally mixed with water - for instance a methanol/ethanol mixture. It is also possible 
to effect the resolution starting from a slurry. The amount of solvent, the temperature and the number of equivalents 
of optically active resolving agent are preferably chosen so that the mixture of solvent, optically active resolving agent 
and enantiomer mixture to be resolved is Oust) in solution. For a better reproducible crystallization preferably grafts of 
50 the salt of the resolving agent and the desired enantiomer of N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid are added, as a result 
of which in practice usually a better crystal size distribution of the diastereomeric salt is obtained. 

[0012] The amount of resolving agent to be used is preferably larger than 1 equivalent calculated on the amount of 
the desired enantiomer present in the mixture of enantiomers. When the starting mixture is a racemic mixture, the 
amount of resolving agent to be used is preferably between 0.5 and 1 equivalent, calculated on the total amount of the 
55 mixture of enantiomers to be resolved, in particular between 0.55 and 0.70 equivalent, more in particular between 0.65 
and 0.7 equivalent. The enantiomeric purity of the resolving agent is preferably chosen as high as possible, in particular 
higher than 90%, more in particular higher than 95%. 

[0013] In principle it is, if desired, possible to recover and reuse the resolving agent, for instance via extraction or 
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crystallization. 

[0014] Via desalting the optically active N-acyl-indoline-2-cart>oxy He acid can subsequently be obtained from the 
diastereomeric salt in a generally known way, for instance through treatment with an acid, for instance a mineral acid, 
in particular diluted aqueous hydrochloric acid or sulphuric acid. The temperature can, for instance, be chosen between 
5 20 and 1 OO °C, preferably between 60 and 70°C, after which the optically active N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxyxlic acid can 
be recovered for instance through cooling. 

[0015] The optically active N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid can then be converted into optically active indoline- 
2-carboxylic acid through deacylation, for instance with the aid of an acid or a base. If desired, desalting and deacylation 
can be carried out in one step, that is, without isolation of the intermediate product. If desired, the deacylated product 
to can be esterified. 

[0016] The undesired enantiomer of the N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid can if desired, after recovery from the 
mother liquor, be subjected to a racemization, for instance as described in JP-A-61 083159 and in JP-A-02225463. 
[0017] The racemic mixture of enantiomers can very suitably be prepared via Fischer indole cyclization of a 2 -phe- 
nyl hydrazon op r op ionic acid (derivative), for instance the free acid or an ester, in particular an alkyl or aryl ester, more 

15 in particular the ethyl ester; optionally hydrolysis to yield the free acid; N-acylation and reduction of the indole-2-car- 
boxylic acid (derivative) to the corresponding indoline-2-carboxylic acid (derivative). The order of the steps is not par- 
ticularly important. Preferably, the ethyl ester is started from in the Fischer indole cyclization, then the ester is hydrolyzed 
to yield the free acid, subsequently the acid is acylated to N-acyI-indole-2-carboxylic acid and finally the N-acyl-indole- 
2-carboxylic acid is reduced to the corresponding N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid. The invention therefore also relates 

20 to a process for the preparation of optically active indoline-2-carboxylic acid (derivatives) starting from 2-phenylhydra- 
zono-propionic acid (derivatives). It has been found that optically active indoline-2-carboxylic acid with a high enanti- 
omeric excess can be prepared with a high efficiency in this way. (S)-indoline-2-carboxylic acid is an intermediate in 
the preparation of perindopril. 

[0018] The Fischer indole cyclization is carried out in the presence of an acid catalyst, for instance a mineral acid, 
&s in particular, HBr; asuiphonic acid, in particular methane sulphonic acid and p-toluene sulphonic acid; BF 3 0(Et) 2 ; metal 
halides, in particular ZnCI 2 . 

[0019] Preferably, the 2-phenylhydrazonopropionic acid (derivative) is prepared in situ from phenyihydrazine and 
pyruvic acid or a pyruvic acid ester through condensation in a suitable organic solvent, for instance glacial acetic acid, 
benzene, toluene, the water formed being removed through (azeotropic) distillation. However, isolation of the 2-phe- 
3o nylhydrazonopropionic acid (derivative) is also possible, following which the hydrazone obtained is used in the Fischer 
indole cyclization. 

[0020] The reaction medium of the Fischer indole cyclization is preferably kept as water-free as possible, since water 
produces undesirable side reactions, in particular hydrolysis of the 2-phenylhydrazonopropionic acid (derivative). 
[0021] Preferably, the ethyl ester is used as derivative of 2-phenylhydrazonopropionic acid in connection with the 
35 stability of the 2-phenylhydrazonopropionic acid (derivative), the solubility of the intermediates and the product during 
the Fischer indole cyclization in apolar solvents, for instance aromatic hydrocarbons, in particular benzene and toluene, 
and the availability of the pyruvic acid ester. 

[0022] The geometry of the 2-phenylhydrazonopropionic acid (derivative) (syn/anti) has little effect on the yield of 
the Fischer indole cyclization, for under the reaction conditions isomerization takes place by the action of the acid 
40 catalyst. 

[0023] Suitable solvents are, for instance, carboxylic acids, in particular acetic acid, aromatic hydrocarbons, in par- 
ticular benzene, toluene, xylene or mixtures thereof, or alcohols, in particular the alcohol corresponding to the ester 
used, for instance ethanol when the ethyl ester is used. 

[0024] Preferably, for safety reasons and to avoid undesirable oxidation reactions use is made of a nitrogen atmos- 
45 phere. 

[0025] The reaction temperature of the Fischer indole cyclization is preferably in the range of 1 5-140 0 C, in particular 
15-50 0 C, more in particular 20-35 0 C, this being a compromise between stability of the reagents/product, selectivity, 
and rate of the Fischer indole cyclization. 

[0026] The amount of acid catalyst to be used is preferably in the range of 1 -1 .5 equivalents, preferably 1-1.3 equiv- 
50 alents. The minimum amount needed is 1 equivalent, since salt formation with the NH 3 formed renders the catalyst 
inactive. 

[0027] To prevent subsequent reactions of the indole-2-carboxylic acid derivative with the pyruvic acid (derivative) 
at the free 3-position of the indole ring, preferably a small excess of phenyihydrazine relative to pyruvic acid (derivative) 
is used, in the case of in situ preparation of the 2 phenylhydrazonopropionic acid (derivative). 
55 [0028] The hydrolysis of the indole-2-carboxylic acid ester with water is preferably carried out in the presence of a 
base, in particular sodium or potassium hydroxide, or, when the hydrolysis is carried out in a two-phase system, with 
the aid of a phase transfer catalyst, for instance tetrabutyl ammoniumbromide and a base, in particular the above- 
mentioned bases. If desired, the hydrolysis can be effected on the non-isolated indole-2-carboxylic acid ester after 
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working up of the Fischer indole cyclization. 

[0029] The acylation of the indole-2-carboxylic acid (derivative) or the indoline-2-carboxylic acid (derivative) with a 
suitable acylation agent preferably takes place in a basic organic environment. If desired, an acylation catalyst can be 
used, for instance pyridine or 4-dimethylaminopyridlne. As acylation agent use can be made, for instance, of acyl 

5 chlorides, in particular acetyl chloride and trifluoroacetyl chloride, anhydrides, in particular acetic anhydride and alkox- 
ycarbonyl chlorides, in particular tert.-butoxycarbonyl chloride. Suitable bases that can be used in the acylation are, 
for instance, carboxylic acid salts, in particular sodium acetate and potassium acetate, amines, in particular triethyl- 
amine, hydroxides, in particular sodium hydroxide in combination with a phase transfer catalyst. As solvent the cus- 
tomary solvents can be used, for instance dimethylformamide (DMF), dichloromethane, methylacetate, tertbutyl-ace- 

to tate, methyltert.butylether (MTBE), acetic anhydride and acetone. 

[0030] The temperature at which the acylation takes place preferably lies between -5°C and the reflux temperature 
of the chosen solvent, in particular between O and 25°C, more in particular between O and 5"C. 

[0031] The amount of base to be used preferably lies between 1 and 2 equivalents, calculated on the amount of the 
compound to be acylated, in particular between 1.25 and 1.8 equivalents. Preferably, the solvent, the base and the 
is catalyst are supplied successively, following which the indole-2-carboxylic acid (derivative) and lastly the acylation 
agent are dosed. 

[0032] Starting from indole-2-carboxylic acid preferably the combination acetone, triethylamine, 4-dimethylaminopy- 
ridine and acetic anhydride is used. 

[0033] The reduction of the - optionally acylated - indole compound to the corresponding indoline compound can, 
20 for instance, be effected by means of chemical reduction, catalytic hydrogenation or transfer hydrogen ation. Preferably, 
a catalytic hydrogenation is carried out with the aid of H 2 and a noble metal catalyst, starting from N-acyl-indoIe- 
2-carboxylic acid. 

[0034] As catalysts the known hydrogenation catalysts are eligible, for instance catalysts on the basis of metals, for 
instance Pd, Pt, Ru, Rh or Nt, In particular such catalysts on a carrier, for instance on C. The amount of the metal in 
25 the catalyst is not critical and in the known catalysts this amount usually lies between 5 and 20 wt.% metal, calculated 
on the amount of the carrier. 

[0035] The hydrogenation is preferably carried out at a temperature between 50 and 1 00 0 C, more in particular be- 
tween SO and 85°C. The pressure to be applied can vary within wide limits and is preferably between 0.1 and 10 MPa. 
[0036] As solvent use can be made, for instance, of esters, in particular ethylacetate, carboxylic acids, in particular 
30 glacial acetic acid, and lower alkyl (1-4 C) alcohols, in particular isopropanol, ethanol, methanol and n-propanol. 

[0037] The invention will now be elucidated on the basis of the following examples, without however being limited 
thereto. 

Example I 

35 

[0038] Fischer indole cyclization to indole-2-carboxylic acid ethyl ester. 

[0039] A solution of 59 g ethylpyruvate in 500 ml toluene was heated to reflux upon which 55 g phenylhydrazine was 
dosed. Using a Dean-Stark apparatus approx. 8 ml water was distilled off. After cooling 52.5 g HBr gas was introduced 
at 15-20°C in 1 hour, which was followed by stirring for 1 hour at 15°C. 1 50 ml water was added and heated to 55°C. 
<*o After separation of the water phase the organic phase was re-extracted with 1 50 ml water of 50°C. 250 ml toluene was 
distilled off from the organic phase and cooled to 20 0 C. 400 ml isododecane was added and the solid formed was 
filtered off and washed three times with 30 ml isododecane. Upon drying 71 .5 g indole-2 -carboxylic acid ethylester was 
obtained, corresponding to a yield of 75.7%. Purity 95.5% w/w (HPLC). 

45 Example II 

Fischer indole cyclization to indole-2 -carboxylic acid. 

[0040] At 40-55 0 C 7 ml pyruvic acid was dosed to a solution of 1 O ml phenylhydrazine in 1O0 ml glacial acetic acid. 

so After cooling to 0 0 C the hydrazone that had crystallized out was filtered off and washed with glacial acetic acid. This 
yielded 14.3 g yellow 2-phenylhydrazonoprop ionic acid, corresponding to an 80% yield. 1.75 ml 33% HBr in glacial 
acetic acid was dosed to 1 .78 g of this hydrazone in 50 ml glacial acetic acid, which was followed by 2 hours' stirring 
at 40 0 C. The reaction mixture was evaporated using the rotavapor and the residue was dissolved in NaOH aq. After 
neutralization to pH=2 the precipitate formed was filtered off and washed with water. This yielded 0.85 g indole-2-car- 

55 boxylic acid, corresponding to a 53% yield. 
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Example III 

Hydrolysis to indole-2-carboxylic acid. 

s [0041] A mixture of 1 89 g indole-2-carboxylic acid ethylester, 750 ml water and 88 g 50% NaOH was heated to reflux, 
upon which all the material was in solution. After 15 minutes' subsequent stirring, cooling to 50 0 C took place and 125 
g 33% HCI aq was slowly dosed to pH 2. After cooling to 15°C the solid was filtered off, washed with water and dried 
to the air. This yielded 159.1 g indole-2-carboxylic acid, corresponding to a 98.8% yield. Purity 99.6% w/w (titration 
with sodium hydroxide). Melting point 204.5-205.5 0 C. 

10 

Example IV 

Acetylation to N-acetyl-indole-2-carboxylic acid. 

is [0042] At 40-50 0 C 64.4 g indole-2-carboxylic acid was dosed to a solution of 0.48 g 4-dimethylaminopyridine and 70 
ml triethylamine in 100 ml acetone, followed by stirring for 15 minutes at 45°C. After cooling to 20 0 C 42 ml acetic 
anhydride was dosed at 20-25 0 C, which was followed by 45 minutes* stirring. The mixture obtained was poured out 
onto a mixture of 52 ml 33% HCI aq, 1 OO g ice and 1 60 ml water and stirred for 1 hour at 15° C. The solid was filtered 
off, washed with ice water and dried. This yielded 74.7 g N-acetyl-indole-2-carboxylic acid, corresponding to a yield of 

20 92.6%. 

Example V 

Hydrogenation to N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid. 

25 

[0043] A mixture of 60 g N-acetyl-indole-2-carboxylic acid, 360 ml glacial acetic acid and 3 g 1 0% Pd/C was heated 
to 75°C, following which nitrogen was passed through for30 minutes. Hydrogen was introduced up to the point where 
no further hydrogen was taken up (after 5.5 hours). The Pd/C was filtered off over dicalite. The filtrate was evaporated 
to a residue of approx. 60 grams. 300 ml tert.butylacetate was added and heated to reflux. After cooling to 10 0 C the 
30 solid was filtered off, washed with tert.butylacetate and dried to the air. This yielded 54 g N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxylic 
acid, corresponding to a yield of 87.8%. 

Example VI 

Resolution of N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid with (+)(1S, 2S)-1 -phenyl-2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol. 

[0044] 100 g N -acetyl -indoline-2-carboxy lie acid (purity 96.5%) was dissolved in 835 mi of a mixture containing 90% 
ethanol (EtOH), 5% water and 5% methanol (MeOH), with heating to 60 0 C, and with mechanical stirring. 54.4 g/ 0.69 
eq. (1 S, 2S)-1 -phenyl-2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol ([ot] 2 ° D =+25.7°(c=1 , MeOH)) was dosed in portions in 30 min. at 60 0 C. 
■*o At the end spontaneous crystallization of the salt took place. After 30 minutes' subsequent stirring at 60-66 0 C, cooling 
to 15°C took place, followed by another 30 minutes' stirring. After filtration over a P4 glass filter, three washings with 
120 mi EtOH took place. After air-drying, 68.9 g off-white (S)-1M -acetyl- in doline-2-carboxy lie acid-(1S, 2S)-1 -phenyl- 
2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol salt was obtained, corresponding to a yield of 37.8%. Enantiomeric excess = 96.3% (chiral 
HPLC). 

45 

Example VII 

Resolution of N-acetyl-indoiine-2-carboxylic acid with (-) (1 R, 2R)-1 -(4-nitropheny1)-2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol. 

so [0045] 200 g N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid (purity 96.5%) was dissolved in 1760 ml of a mixture containing 
90% EtOH, 5% water and 5% MeOH, with heating to 76°C, and with mechanical stirring. 138 g / 0.69 eq (1R, 2R)- 
1 -(4-nitrophenyl)-2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol (99.5% chemically pure, [<x] 2 ° D = -28.5° (c=0.4, 1 N HCI)) was dosed in por- 
tions in 30 min. at 73-76°C. After cooling to 70 0 C, grafting with 1 g S-salt took place, followed by cooling to 15°C in 3 
hours and 30 minutes' subsequent stirring. After filtration over a P4 glass filter, 3 washings with 200 ml EtOH took 

S5 place. After air-drying, 158.1 g yellow (S)-N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid-(1R, 2R)-1 -(4-nitrophenyl)-2-amino- 
1 ,3-propanediol salt was obtained, corresponding to a yield of 40.3%. Enantiomeric excess = 99. 0% (chiral HPLC). 
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Example VIH 

Resolution of N -acetyl -indoline-2-carboxy lie acid with R f 2R)-1 -(4-nitrophenyl)-2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol in 

absolute ethanol. 

5 

[0046] 25 g N -acetyl-! n do line-2-carboxy lie acid (purity 96.5%) was dissolved in 300 ml absolute EtOH while being 
heated to 70 0 C and with mechanical stirring. 17.25 g / 0.69 eq.(1R, 2R)-1 -(4-nitrophenyl)-2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol 
(99.5% chemically pure, [«} 2 ° D =-28 .5° (c=0.4, 1N HCI)) was dosed in portions in 30 min. at 66-70 0 C. Spontaneous 
crystallization occurred. After 30 minutes' subsequent stirring at 69-70 0 C, cooling to 18°C took place in 2.5 hours, 
10 followed by another 30 minutes* stirring. After filtration over a P4 glass filter 3 washings with 30 ml EtOH took place. 
After air-drying, 20.7 g yellow (S)-N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid-(1 R, 2R)-1 -(4-nitrophenyl)-2-amino-1 ,3-propan- 
ediol salt was obtained, corresponding to a yield of 42 .0%. Enantiomeric excess = 95.9% (chiral HPLC). 

Example IX 

15 

Resolution of N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid with (+) - (1 S,2R)-Norephedrine ((+)-(1 S,2R)-1 -phenyl-2-amino- 
1 -propanol). 

[0047] 2,05 g N-acetyl-indolsne-2-carboxylic acid (purity 99%) was dissolved in 8.5 mol of a mixture containing 90% 
20 EtOH, 5% water and 5% methanol, with heating to 78 °C , and with mechanical stirring. 1 .51 g/l eq. (+)-(1S,2R)-Nore- 
phedrine ([ot] 2 ° D = +40 0 C (C=7, 1 N HCI) was added al once at 78°C followed by rinsing with 1 ml of a mixture containing 
90% EtOH, 5% water and 5% MeOH. 

The solution obtained was cooled in 1 hour to 37°C and grafted with approximately 5 mg R-salt, after which crystalli- 
sation started slowly. The slurry was further cooled to 22°C. After filtration over a glass filter, 2 washings with 5 ml of 
25 a mixture containing 90% EtOH, 5% water and 5% MeOH and drying at 40 0 C, 0.82 g white (R)-N-acetyl-indoline- 
2-carboxylic acid- (1 S,2R)-norephedrine salt was obtained (probably as methanol solvate). The content of (R)-N-acetyl- 
indoline-2-carboxy!ic acid was 51 .8 weight % (HPLC) corresponding to a yield of 20.9%. Enantiomeric excess = 95.5% 
(chiral HPLC). 

so Example X 

Desalting to (S)-N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxy(ic acid. 

[0048] 1.835 kg dried (S)-N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid-(1 R, 2R)-1 -(4-nitrophenyl)-2-amino-1 ,3-propanediol 
35 salt was dosed in portions to 2.64 I 2N HCI aq (1 .13 eq HCI) with heating to 60 0 C, followed by 30 minutes* stirring at 
60-70 0 C. After cooling to 20 0 C, filtration on an FIBA, washing with 2 x 0.7 1 water and drying, 871 g white (S)-N-acetyl- 
indoline-2-carboxylic acid was obtained, corresponding to a yield of 96.5%. Enantiomeric excess = 99.9% (chiral 
HPLC). 

40 Example XI 

Deacetylation of (S)-N-acetyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid to (S)-indoline-2-carboxyiic acid. 

[0049] With heating at 20-70 0 C 71 2.3 g wet (S)-N-acetyl-indoline-2-earboxylic acid (443 g based on dry weight) was 
■*5 added in portions to 958 ml 5N HCI aq, followed by rinsing with 1 OO ml water. The slurry was heated to about 103 0 C 
(reflux) and refluxed for 45 minutes. After cooling to 70 0 C, the solution was decoloured using Norit. After filtration 50% 
NaOH aq was used at 20-25 0 C to set the pH of the filtrate at 4. The crystals were filtered off and washed with 3 x 4O0 
and 3 x 350 ml water. Upon drying, 306.2 g white (S)-indoline-2-carboxylic acid was obtained, corresponding to a yield 
of 87%. Enantiomeric excess > 99.9% (chiral HPLC). Content = 99.4% w/w (titration with sodium hydroxide). [cx] 2 ° D = 
so -117.2°(c=1 , 2N HCI). 



Claims 

ss i . Process for the preparation of an optically active N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid in which a mixture of enantiom- 
ers of N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid is contacted with an optically active resolving agent and the optically active 
N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid is liberated from the resulting diastereomeric salt, characterized in that as re- 
solving agent use is made of a compound of formula 1 
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NH 2 OH 
I I 

- CH-CH - R 2 <1) 

where R-j represents an alkyl group with 1 -20 C atoms which may be substituted with one or more nitro, mercapto, 
hydroxy, alkyl, aryl, alkoxy, alkylamino, thio groups or halogens and R 2 represents a (hetero)aryl group with 4-20 
C atoms which may be substituted with one or more amino, nitro, mercapto, hydroxy, alkyl, aryl, alkoxy, alkylamino, 
thio groups or halogens. 

2. Process for the preparation of an optically active N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid comprising the steps of Fischer 
indole cyclization of a 2-phenylhydrazone propionic acid or a derivative thereof in the presence of an acid catalyst, 
if necessary hydrolysis of the derivative to the corresponding acid, acylation at the N-posrtion and reduction of the 
indole compound to the corresponding indoline compound, after which the resulting mixture of enantiomers of N- 
acyl-indoline-2-carboxyiic acid is contacted with an optically active resolving agent and the optically active N- 
acylindoline-2-carboxylic acid is liberated from the resulting diastereomericsalt, characterized in that as resolving 
agent use is made of a compound of formula 1 

NH 2 OH 
I I 

Ri -CH-CH - R 2 (1> 

where R 1 represents an alkyl group with 1 -20 C atoms and R 2 a <hetero)aryl group with 4-20 C or in which R-, and 
R 2 together with the C atoms to which they are bound form a cycloalkyl group with 5-8 C atoms, fused with a 
(hetero)aryl group with 4-20 C atoms. 

3. Process according to claim 1 or 2, in which R 1 stands for hydroxymethyl and R 2 represents a phenyl group which 
may be substituted with one or more nitro, mercapto, hydroxy, alkyl, aryl, alkoxy, alkylamino, thio groups or halo- 
gens. 

4. Process according to claim 3, in which R 2 stands for p-nitrophenyl. 

5. Process according to any one of claims 1-4, in which the acyl group is acetyl. 

6. Process for the preparation of an optically indoline-2-carboxylic acid wherein an optically active N-acyl-indoline- 
2-carboxylic acid is deacylated, characterized in that first the optically active N-acyl-indoline-2-carboxylic acid is 
prepared in a process according any one of claims 1-5. 

7. Process for the preparation of an optically active indoline-2-carboxylic acid derivative, in which first an optically 
active indoline-2-carboxylic acid is prepared according to claim 6 and subsequently the optically active indoline- 
2-carboxylic acid is esterified. 

8. Process according to any of claims 2-7, in which HBr is used as the acid catalyst. 

9. Process according to any of claims 2-S, in which first the 2-phenylhydrazonopropionic acid or a derivative thereof 
is obtained from phenylhydrazine and pyruvic acid or the corresponding derivative thereof. 

10. Process according to claim 9, in which the 2-phenylhydrazonopropionic acid or a derivative thereof is formed in situ. 

11. Process according to any one of claims 2-1 O, in which the ethylester is used as the derivative. 
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12. Process according to any one of claims 2-11, in which first an optional hydrolysis of the product formed from a 
Fischer indole cyclization of a 2-phenylhydrazonopropionic acid (derivative), takes place and subsequently the 
formed free is acylated, followed by the reduction of the indole-2-carboxylic acid (derivative). 



Pat e n ta nspriiche 

1. Verfahren zur HersteNung einer optisch aktiven N-Acyl-indolin-2-carbonsaure, bei dem ein Gemisch aus Enantio- 
meren von N-Acyl-indoiin-2-carbonsaure mit einem optisch aktiven Trennmittel kontaktiert wird und die optisch 
to aktive N-Acyl-indolin-2-carbonsaure von dem resultierenden diastereomeren Salz befreit wird, dadurch gekenn- 

zeichnet, dal) als Trennmittel von einer Verbindung der Formel 1 Gebrauch gemacht wird: 



HH 2 OB 

I ! 

R x - CH - CH - 



(1> 



worin R 1 eine Alkylgruppe mit 1 - 20 C -Atom en darstellt, die mit einer oder mehreren Nitro-, Mercapto-, Hydroxy-, 
Alkyl-, Aryl-, Alkoxy-, Alkylamino-, Thiogruppen oder Halogenen substituiert sein kann, und R 2 eine (Hetero)aryl- 
gruppe mit 4 bis 20 C-Atomcn darstellt, die mit einer oder mehreren Amino-, Nitro-, Mercapto-, Hydroxy-, Alkyl-, 
Aryl-, Alkoxy-, Alkylamino-, Thiogruppen oder Halogenen substituiert sein kann. 

Verfahren zur Herstellung einer optisch aktiven N-Acyl-indolin-2-carbonsaure, umfassend den Schritt der Fischer- 
Indol-Cyclisierung einer 2-Phenylhydrazonpropionsaure oder eines Derivats hiervon in Gegenwart eines Saure- 
katalysators, wenn notwendig Hydro lyse des Derivates zu der entsprechenden Saure, Acylierung an derN-Stellung 
und Reduktion der Indolverbindung zu der entsprechenden Indolinverbindung, woraufhin das resultierende Ge- 
misch aus Enantiomeren von N-Acyl-indolin-2-carbonsaure mit einem optisch aktiven Trennmittel kontaktiert wird 
und die optisch aktive N-Acyl-indolin-2-carbonsaure von dem resultierenden diastereomeren Salz befreit wird, 
dadurch gekennzelchnet, daB als Trennmittel von einer Verbindung der Formel 1 Gebrauch gemacht wird: 



NH, OB 

! I 

ch - cm - r 3 



(X) 



worin R-, eine Alkylgruppe mit 1 - 20 C-Atomen darstellt, und R 2 eine (Hetero)Arylgruppe mit 4 bis 20 C-Atomen 
*o darstellt, oder worin R 1 und R 2 zusammen mit den C-Atomen, an die sie gebunden sind, eine Cycloalkylgruppe 

mit 5 bis 8 C-Atomen bilden, die mit einer (Hetero)Arylgruppe mit 4 bis 20 C-Atomen kondensiert ist. 

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei R 1 fur Hydroxymethyl steht und R 2 eine Phenylgruppe darstellt, die mtt 
einer oder mehreren Nitro-, Mercapto-, Hydroxy-, Alkyl-, Aryl-, Alkoxy-, Alkylamino-, Thiogruppen oder Halogenen 
45 substituiert sein kann. 



Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, wobei R 2 fur p-Nitrophenyl steht. 

Verfahren nach einem der An sp ruche 1 bis 4, wobei die Acylgruppe Acetyl ist. 

Verfahren zur Herstellung einer optisch aktiven N-Acyl-indolin-2-carbonsaure, wobei eine optisch aktive N-Acyl- 
indolin-2-carbonsaure deacyliert wird, dadurch gekennzelchnet, daB zuerst die optisch aktive N-Acyl-indolin- 
2-carbonsaure in einem Verfahren nach einem der Anspruche 1 bis 5 hergestellt wird. 

Verfahren zur Herstellung eines optisch aktiven lndolin-2-carbonsaurederivates, wobei zuerst eine optisch aktive 
lndolin-2-carbonsaure nach Anspruch 6 hergestellt wird und dann die optisch aktive lndolin-2-carbonsaure vere- 
stert wird. 
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8. Verfahren nach einem der Anspriiche 2 bis 7, wobei HBr ats der Saurekatalysator verwendet wird. 

9. Verfahren nach einem der Anspriiche 2 bis 8, wobei zuerst die 2-Phenylhydrazonpropionsaure oder ein Derivat 
hiervon aus Phenylhydrazin oder Pyruvinsaure oder dem entsprechenden Derivat hiervon erhalten wird. 

5 

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei die 2-Phenyihydrazonpropionsaure oder ein Derivat hiervon in situ gebildet wird. 

11. Verfahren nach einem der Anspriiche 2 bis 10, wobei der Ethylester als das Derivat verwendet wird. 

to 12. Verfahren nach einem der Anspriiche 2 bis 1 1 , wobei zuerst eine optionale Hydrolyse des Produktes, das bei einer 
Fischer-lndol-Cyclisierung einer 2-Phenylhydrazonpropionsaure (Derivat) gebildet wurde, stattfindet und anschlie- 
f3end die gebildete freie Saure acyliert wird, gefolgt von der Reduktion der lndol-2-carbonsaure (Derivat). 



fs Revendi cations 



1. Procede pour la preparation d'un acide N-acylindoline-2-carboxylique optiquement actif, dans tequel un melange 
d'enantiomeres d'acide N-acylindoline-2-carboxylique est mis en contact avec un agent de dedoubiement opti- 
quement actif et I'acide N-acylindoline-2-carboxylique optiquement actif est libere du sel diastereomere obtenu, 
20 caracterise en ce qu'a titre d'agent de dedoubiement, on utilise un compose de fonmule 1 : 



NJH_ 
I ' 
-CH- 



OH 
I 

-CH- 



(X) 



dans laquelle R 1 represente un groupe alkyle ayant de 1 a 20 atomes de C qui peut etre substitue par un 
ou plusieurs halogenes ou groupes nitro, mercapto, hydroxy, alkyle, aryie, alcoxy, alkylamino, thio, et R 2 un groupe 
30 (h etero)aryle ayant de 4 a 20 atomes de C qui peut etre substitue par un ou plusieurs halogenes ou groupes amino, 

nitro, mercapto, hydroxy, alkyle, aryle, alcoxy, alkylamino, thio. 

2. Procede pour la preparation d'un acide N-acylindoline-2-carboxylique optiquement actif, comprenant les etapes 
de cyclisation de Fischer en indole d'un acide 2-phenylhydrazonepropionique ou d'un de ses derives en presence 
35 d'un catalyseur acide, si necessaire d'hydrolyse du derive en I'acide correspondant, d'acyiation en position N et 

de reduction du compose indole en le compose indoline correspondant, apres quoi le melange resultant d'enan- 
tiomeres d'acide N-acylindoline-2-carboxylique est mis en contact avec un agent de dedoubiement optiquement 
actif et I'acide N-acyHndoline-2-carboxylique optiquement actif est Hbere du sel diastereomere obtenu, caracterise 
en ce qu'a titre d'agent de dedoubiement, on utilise un compose de formule 1 : 

40 



(1) 



dans laquelle R 1 represente un groupe alkyle ayant de 1 a 20 atomes de C et R 2 un groupe (hetero)aryle 
ayant de 4 a 20 atomes de C, ou dans laquelle R 1 et R 2 , ensemble avec les atomes de C auxquels ils sont lies, 
so torment un groupe cycloalkyle ayant de 5 a 8 atomes de C, condense avec un groupe (hetero)aryle ayant de 4 a 

20 atomes de C. 



3. Procede selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel R-, designe le radical hydroxymethyle et R 2 represente un 
groupe phenyle qui peut etre substitue par un ou plusieurs halogenes ou groupes nitro, mercapto, hydroxy, alkyle, 
ss aryle, alcoxy, alkylamino, thio. 



4. Procede selon la revendication 3, dans lequel designe le radical p-nitrophenyle. 
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5. Precede selcn I'une quefconque des revendications 1 a 4, dans lequel le groupe acyle est le groupe acetyle. 

6. Procede pour la preparation d'un acide indoline-2-carboxylique optiquement actif, dans lequel un acide N-acylin- 
doline-2-carboxylique optiquement actif est soumis a une des acetyl at ion, caracterise en ce que, tout d'abord, 
i'acide N-acylindoline-2-carboxylique optiquement actif est prepare dans un procede selon I'une quelconque des 
revendications 1 a B. 

7. Procede pour la preparation d'un acide indoline-2-carboxylique optiquement actif, dans lequel , tout d'abord, un 
acide indoline-2-carboxylique optiquement actif est prepare selon la revendication 6 et ensuite I'acide indoline- 
2-carboxylfque optiquement actif est esterifie. 

8. Procede selon I'une quelconque des revendications 2 a 7, dans lequel on utilise du HBr en tant que catalyseur 
acide. 

9. Procede selon I'une quelconque des revendications 2 a 8, dans lequel, tout d'abord, on obtient I'acide 2-phenyl- 
hydrazonopropionique ou un de ses derives a partir de phenylhydrazine et d'acide pyruvique ou de son derive 
correspondant. 

10. Procede selon la revendication 9, dans lequel I'acide 2-phenylhydrazonopropionique ou un derive de celui-ci est 
forme in situ. 

11. Procede selon I'une quelconque des revendications 2 a 10, dans lequel, en tant que derive, on utilise Tester ethy- 
lique. 

12. Procede selon I'une quelconque des revendications 2 a 11, dans lequel, tout d'abord, on effectue une hydrolyse 
facultative du produit forme a partir d'une cyclisation de Fischer en indole d'un acide (derive) 2-phenylhydrazono- 
propionique, et ensuite ie compose libre forme est acyle, operation suivie d'une reduction de i'acide (derive) indole- 
2-carboxylique. 



